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A New Year, A New
Newsletter

Welcome to 2014, a year which
promises to be an exciting one for
the Australian Piper Society. With
the next 12 months including two
Pilot Proficiency Programs in Al-
dinga and Narromine, the “Legends
and Larrikins Flyaway” in May, the
“Burke and Wills Expedition” in
September, and the AGM in No-
vember, there will be plenty of op-
portunity for you to be involved in
the Society.

It would not have escaped attention
that the newsletter has also taken
on a new appearance. After many
years in the capable hands of Da-
vid Law, the Newsletter Editor posi-
tion has been handed over to Scott

» AN ISLAND GETAWAY

O FEBRUARY 2014

Pip

Lewis, based in Wudinna, South
Australia.

| am always keen to get content
and articles from members, so
please feel free to send anything to
newsletter@pipersociety.org.au

So whether it is a flying story, air-
craft or location profile, or simply
something that people would find
interesting, send it through!

Safe flying and see you during the
year!

Scott Lewis
Newsletter Editor

WWW.AVSOFT.COMAU

AvPlarn

MORE In Your EFB! = Available o

n the

L) App Store

DISCLAIMER

Any advice contained in this newsletter has been prepared without taking into
account your specific circumstances, objectives, or needs. Before acting on any
advice given the Australian Piper Society Inc recommends that you consider
whether it is appropriate for your circumstances.
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President
Report

| hope everybody had a wonderful Christmas and pleasant new year, the 2014 year
for the Australian Piper Society has started well with Dave Laughton’s Fly Away to the
Channel country in Queensland accounting for nearly 20 people and 9 aircraft and
Vicki & I are hoping to catch up with the group at Thargomindah on their first night to
have dinner with them and wish them well on their trip.

Leigh Barling has organised a fantastic PPP in Aldinga and is well received with 11
members conducting the PPP course and also the APS has introduced the flying part-
ners course for pilots wife’s and partners which has created good interest with 7 wom-
en attending the course which will help them understand the cockpit environment and
its systems. There is also a vineyard tour for wives and partners not attending the
course to complement the weekend so everybody is involved, the total attendance for
the Aldinga weekend is 28 members and partners which in combination with Dave
Laughton’s flyaway is nearly 50 members and their partners attending our first two
2014 activities which will account for approximately 30% of members and partners in
the first quarter of 2014 and | believe that reflects well on the APS committees new
activity direction for 2014 that includes, themed PPP weekends including the Introduc-
tion of Partners Flying Course and having 2 Themed Fly Aways that allow our busy
members 2 chances to get away.

Also as | write this letter the Australian Piper Society will have a “Email Discussion
List” electronic forum which will be one email list that contains all our members email
address that will allow our members to share destinations, technical support and post
photos of places to go and information on things to do that can be shared with all our
members, each member will be able to opt out of the email discussion list at any time
to protect privacy if required. This email “discussion list” has been creatted by David
Long and Scott Lewis and is a very difficult technical process. | thank them for their
efforts in making our members better connected.

The rest of the APS calendar year also looks inviting with another PPP in July at Nar-
romine which Leigh Barling will tell us all about in the near future. | am looking forward
to taking my fly away group on the Wings Over Burke & Wills in September which will
be an exciting flying trip to remote parts of central Australia following parts of the
Burke & Wills expedition and finishing with a country cup race meeting in NSW far
north west.

Also with concerns of APS compliance the committee have decided to relocate the
2014 AGM to a new location, so start by looking for the destination in your next news-
letter that will contain “White Water Rafting” golf or charter fishing and aviatrix and
partners lunch for women and a Christmas dinner, see if you can guess the destina-
tion.

So I look forward to catching up with all our members at Aldinga for the weekend in
flying and friendship. | encourage all our members to come flying with the APS in 2014
and enjoy the planned activities with the year ending in an exciting Christmas party
that should not be missed.

Happy Flying
David Ind
President



ASK ROD:
Landing

Tech
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The dreaded Stabilator Cable AD. (AD/PA28/2013-02-13).
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It depends upon the condition of the cables. You are correct that the AD mandates the
inspection but doesn’t require replacement if they are found serviceable. Any evidence
of corrosion on the terminal is cause for rejection per the AD. | can’t comment on his
reasons for recommending replacement without seeing them myself.

If you thought that $1400 was a bit expensive then you’re gonna love this latest
gem from CASA.....

NPRM 1303MS - February 2014
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Key PropkberltHdose control cable terminal s,
cannot be established, it will be assumed

time in service of greater than 15 years;

with Key Proposal 1 or 2
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This NPRM come out on Friday the 7th of Feb & closes in 8 weeks. | have included
the highlights above, you can access the document on the CASA website. As you can
see, we may as well park the aircraft & lock the Hangars if this were to come into be-
ing. It is another example of CASA ‘going it alone’ with an AD specific to Australia. |
will be putting together a response on behalf of the APS & welcome input from all
members. | also urge everyone to submit individual responses. In my opinion the issue
can be addressed with improved focus on cable inspection & maintenance proce-
dures.

Ageing Aircraft.

This is another of CASA’s scare campaigns. They have been going around the coun-
try frightening the pants off aircraft owners with tales of impending disaster. I'm the
first to say that there is an issue with any machine that isn’t properly looked after. The
issue | have is that they seem to have jumped onto the worst case scenario & made it
seem as though it is the current standard of the fleet. Pipers are relatively easy to in-
spect & there is a lot of guidance available via Service Bulletins etc. Basically, start off
with a good machine, keep your machine in a Hangar, away from the salt air, have it
corrosion proofed, maybe wash it once in a while, look at the underside (yes, all air-
craft have an underside), fly the aircraft on a regular basis & keep it maintained. Keep-
ing it maintained doesn’t mean an annual inspection once a year. It means all the
things | just mentioned. It’s not rocket science.

Rod Shearer
APS Technical Advisor



NPRM 1303MS
Proposed AD to
Mandate Inspection
of Retirement of
Control Cable
Assemblies

Link to NPRM - http://tinyurl.com/maylxvn

Background

This Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) is issued by the Civil Aviation Safety
Authority (CASA) with a view to ensuring that Australian aviation safety requirements
are current and appropriately address safety risks.

CASA's policies require that the aviation safety regulations must:

9 be necessary to address known or likely safety risks

9 provide for the most efficient allocation of Industry and CASA resources
9 be clear and concise
1

where appropriate, be aligned with international standards and drafted in outcome
-based terms.

CASA has received a number of Service Difficulty Reports (SDRs) from aircraft opera-
tors relating to failure of control cable terminal fittings. The failed terminals had been in
service for approximately 15 years or more, were manufactured from SAE-AISI 303
Se stainless steel and identified by standard terminal fitting part numbers AN669,
MS21260 or MS20668.

Research has shown that SAE-AISI 303 Se stainless steel is susceptible to stress cor-
rosion cracking and may cause control cable terminal failure if allowed to propagate
undetected. The objective of this NPRM is to propose an AD that would seek to miti-
gate the unsafe condition caused by stress corrosion cracking in control cable termi-
nals manufactured from SAE-AISI 303 Se stainless steel.

This proposed AD addresses a safety of flight issue that may arise if these control ca-
ble terminals are not routinely inspected when the total time in service exceeds 15
years. The inspection or retirement requirement will apply to any assemblies with con-
trol cable terminals manufactured from SAE-AISI 303 Se stainless steel, including, but
not limited to, those terminals that use standard part numbers AN669, MS21260 and
MS20668. This proposed AD would affect all Australian aircraft other than those main-
tained under the Maintenance Steering Group (MSG)-3 philosophy.

How to respond

Please forward your response to CASA by 4 April 2014 by one of the following
means:

9 Post (no stamp required in Australia) Reply Paid 2005 Standards Documentation
Coordinator CASA's Standards Development and Quality Assurance Branch Can-
berra ACT 2601, Australia

1 Email (use the response format in the NPRM) nprm1303ms@casa.gov.au

T Email Rod Shearer, APS Technical Advisor at rybuck@iinet.net.au
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Making An Old
Panel New -
Teaching A Plane
New Tricks

Three years ago | bought a beautiful aircraft, a Piper Aztec VH-JSB. The RV-6 | had
owned for 4 years was, and continues to be, a great aircraft, but it became difficult to
fit a partner and a child into a two seat aircraft. The Aztec | found was almost a case
of love at first sight. Immensely capable, resilient and with low hours and a recent
refurbishment. It suited my plans perfectly. For a year | flew it, racking up just over
100 hours. Over this time | started to run into some limitations, not just with the air-
craft.

| had often thought about an Instrument Rating. Without an aircraft capable of IFR
flight, however, it had not been a priority. With my new aircraft | suddenly had that
capacity.

While the Aztec was already rated as IFR, the panel was old. One radio was sketchy
and the GPS was quite outdated. It could fly IFR, but | didn’t feel that | would be com-
fortable with the current instrumentation when | entered the soup. It was time to chat

with some people....

Enter Julian Lobb from AES Avionics at Parafield. Immensely enthusiastic about avi-
onics, Julian had relocated from Complete Avionics on the Gold Coast and started his
own business in Adelaide. | approached him with a blank slate and a wish list — a
EFIS, modern glass panel instrumentation, traffic monitoring and an HF radio. The
panel needed to have everything | needed for hard IFR. | wanted to get rid of “old”
technology, so no vacuum system and, if possible, no round gauges. | also have to
admit that, somewhat vainly, | also wanted that “Wow” factor.

Then started a process that consumed the following 22 months - much, much longer
than | had anticipated, but there came the first lesson of the process. Always maintain
regular contact with your installer and LAME. When | lost contact, progress stalled.
As a private aircraft owner and operator, | felt that | tended to come second to com-
mercial operators with business pressures. The delay was not entirely the fault of the
avionics installer, airframe work and unexpected engine overhauls also held up pro-
gress for long periods.

Related to this — don’t rely on a completion date. | planned to take the aircraft to Ava-
lon... missed it. | planned to take the aircraft to the APS Flyaway... missed it. | flew
150 hours in 100 knot aircraft, the only multi-seat aircraft | had access to, while the
Aztec was away. Before other 100 knot aircraft owners scream at me — | didn’t have
any problem with this, but the over-tired 4 year old often did!

It you are doing something big, have deep pockets! | realised how much the avionics
installation would cost. | didn’t realise how much work would need to be done by the
LAME in conjunction, nor how many little fixes are found when you completely strip
out an aircraft. This added an unexpected $50,000 to the final tally.

There are, however, some also occasional unexpected benefits to a project such as
this. The aircraft now weighs 37kg less than before the upgrade, with a weight and
balance that is much more favourable for loading. We had such a hard time believing
this, we weighed it twice! It turns out that the net gains from removing old avionics
boxes and massive wiring looms cannot be understated.
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THE PANEL VF,
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Finally though, three weeks ago | picked up the result, and the result is incredible.

| have about 500 hours behind an EFIS, having a Dynon D10A in my RV-6, but even
then the new panel has taken a number of hours to get used to. The feature list is
absolutely incredible, as is the amount and quality of the information available to the
pilot. There is significant improvement in situational awareness, particularly with being
able to see other traffic around you. The GPS provides much higher quality about air-
space, airfields and approaches and, when there are storms around, | will be much
more comfortable with the data the stormscope will provide. Information overload is a
very real prospect however, particularly if you are not used to flying behind an elec-
tronic display and potentially dangerous if you can’t filter it. Prior to any IFR flying |
have sessions booked with my instructor as a refresher, and would strongly suggest
anyone flying behind new avionics do the same.

While | ran over budget, both financially and timewise, | am incredibly happy with the
result. The panel exceeds all my expectations and | know | will love to show it off at
every opportunity!

I think | can also comfortably say | own the nicest Aztec in Australia - does anyone
want to disagree?

Scott Lewis
Wudinna, South Australia
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Three Hummock Island lies
off the North West coast of
Tasmania, forming part of
the Hunter Island Group
between Tasmania and
King Island.

Originally a pastoral lease,
in 1978 much of its 7,400
hectares was declared a
nature reserve and today
claims to be “one of the pur-
est environments on the
planet’. It is now only inhab-
ited by the two managers
and, according to APS
Committee member David
Long, “about a thousand
Cape Barren geese and
wallabies”.

An Island Getaway

Accommodation is available
at either the Homestead or
Guest Cottage.
The Home-
stead sleeps
up to fourteen
people in five

YTHM

bedrooms. RWY 06/24 821 METRES
Featuringa  Rwy 15/33 467 METRES
fully equipped

kitchen, two

bathrooms, and a living
room with open fire, it pro-
vides a beautiful environ-
ment to unwind as you
watch the sunset over the
beach.

The Guest Cottage sleeps
four in two bedrooms.
Either accommodation can
be booked for $90 per night
per person, with a maxi-
mum of $600 per night for
the Homestead or $350 per

S40 27 04 E144 54 49
ELEVATION 250 FEET

Three Hummock Island
Tasmania

night for the Cottage.

Be aware that the accom-
modation is self-catering.
There is nothing
else on the island
and roasting a
Cape Barren
Goose is strictly
prohibited!

The airstrip was
originally built to
support the Telstra relay
point on the island and is
maintained in good condi-
tion. The managers, John
and Beverley O’Brien, will
drive guests from the air-
strip to the accommodation.

Information and bookings
at:
http://tinyurl.com/kd32tjm
Ph 03 6452 1405

COMING TO EMAIL
NEAR YOU:
The APS Discussion

By the time you are reading this
newsletter, it is likely that you
have seen a new group of
emails land in your Inbox.

The APS Membership Discus-

sion List was launched on Fri-

day 28th February, in conjunc-
tion with the Aldinga PPP.

All APS members have been
signed up to the list with the
emails provided on the mem-
bership database. The list is
hosted on Zuver and is con-
trolled and managed by APS
Committee members or their
delegates. No emails or per-
sonal details have been shared
with any private person or com-

pany.

So how does it work?
When you send an email to

a copy is automatically sent out
to every member. These
emails can be easily identified
as [APS_Members] will appear
in the subject line. To continue
the discussion, simply hit
“Reply”.

The APS Committee has decid-

ed that everyone should be
signed up to the list at its com-
mencement. Remaining a par-
ticipant, however, is voluntary
and unsubscribe instructions
can be found at the bottom of
each email.



FLYAWAY
TRIVIA

In 1860—61, Robert O'Hara
Burke and William John
Wills led an expedition of 19
men with the intention of
crossing Australia from Mel-
bourne in the south, to the
Gulf of Carpentaria in the
north, a distance of around
3,250 kilometres .At that
time most of the inland of
Australia had not been ex-
plored by non-indigenous
people and was completely
unknown to the European
settlers.

The south-north leg was
successfully completed
(except that they were
stopped by swampland 5
kilometres from the northern
coastline), but owing to poor
leadership and bad luck,
both of the expedition's
leaders died on the return
journey.

The Dig Tree

The tree at the depot camp
that Brahe blazed to mark
the location of the buried
supplies on the banks of
Bullah Bullah Waterhole on
Cooper Creek is a coolibah
estimated to be around 250
years old. Initially the tree
was known as "Brahe's
Tree" or the "Depot Tree"
and the tree under which
Burke died attracted most
attention and interest. As a
result of the blaze on the
tree and the subsequent
popularity of the book Dig
written in 1935 by Frank
Clune, the tree became
known as the "Dig Tree".

In 1899 John Dick carved a
likeness of Burke's face in a
nearby tree along with his
initials, his wife's initials and
the date.

Wings Over Burke
& Wills Expedition

14th — 19th September 2014

We have come up with a 5 — 6 day trip that will take us to remote and interesting plac-
es , beautiful and changing flying views with the theme of a couple of great Australian
Explorers, namely “Burke & Wills”.

The expedition will fly and visit parts that include the Dig Tree, the base camp sites
and graves of those that paved the way in 1860. Between these experiences we will
fly into the Flinders Ranges and the iconic Birdsville and capture it all with a photo
session at Cameron Corner.

The expedition will be a sensational experience of flying into some of the remote air-
strips of Oz.

Our Itinerary will include,

1 The Dig Tree, Queensland

9 Arkaroola, South Australia

1 Cameron Corner (SA, QLD & NSW)
1 Commodore, South Australia

Come along and enjoy the great fellowship, flying and visiting iconic destinations that
other aviators only dream of.

Once we have the numbers we will gather all the costs and come back to the group
with final costs and organise deposits.

Your “Expression of interest” on this 5-6 day safari should be directed to

David Ind at signman@skylinensw.com.au or call on, 0417 88 70 10

Please don’t wait till the close off date as below to express your interest.  Showing
your interest now costs nothing however it does give the organisers an idea of num-
bers for accommodation and transport etc.

All the destinations have been contacted and have agreed on the above but as you
know over time people move and conditions change so there may be some slight
changes and with the remoteness we do not get must choice. Come along and join us
on “Wings Over Burke & Wills expedition tour” and remember, “You will never ever
know if you never ever go”

Close Off Date: 1st May 2014



Itinerary

Day 1
Fly into Mungo Lodge for a meet and greet and stay the night.

Day 2

Fly out to Menindee Lakes and take a small bus ride to the Burke & Wills base camps.
From there travel to the grave of the camel driver of the expedition before lunch in town.
Fly on to Rawnsly Park Station via Broken Hill and stay overnight

Day 3

After breakfast go for a bush walk or we may be able to do a small morning tour. Fly from
Rawnsly Park Station into Commodore airstrip (maybe Blinman strip) and get picked up
for lunch at the Prairie Hotel. After lunch jump back into the aircraft and fly into the beau-
tiful valley of Arkaroola were we land at the airstrip, get picked up and taken to the town-
ship. Later a drive out to the top of the ridge to watch a spectacular sunset followed by a
BBQ dinner.

Day 4

Time for a morning sleep in amid the beautiful Flinders Mountains. Mid morning, jump in
the aircraft and fly to William Creek for lunch. Later we fly over Lake Eyre and follow the
Birdsville track at 500ft into Birdsville where will spend the night.

Day 5

Breakfast in the remote outback before flying out to the Dig Tree. Time to get dressed
up into something very Australian We will recite poetry and tell the story of the Dig Tree.
Morning tea and a photo shoot at the Dig Tree to mark our own little piece of history for
the APS.

After leaving the Dig Tree we will travel to Cameron Corner for lunch and another photo
shoot of us all at the post that marks the territory corners. From there it is a short hop to
Tibooburra where we will spend our last night.

Day 6
Wake up in Tibooburra to the sounds of wild life before a hearty breakfast and fond fare-
wells.

Day 7 (Optional Extra)

Fly to a country race meeting for an overnight stay within 250nm of Tibooburra . Pick up
plenty of cash from the bookmakers and a pocket full of money from the races and the far
west of NSW.

The race meeting place will be advised once the country race meeting calendar is availa-
ble.

DISTANCES




Calendar

Australian Piper Society Events

DATE EVENT CONTACT

28th February— Aldinga PPP Leigh Barling

2nd March 2014 “Low Level Flying Tech- Ibarling@hotmail.com
niques” 0428 534 767

17th-24th May
2014

The Land of Legends (And
Larrikins) Flyaway

Dave Laughton
raedave42@gmail.com

0429 923 003
18th-20th July Narromine PPP Leigh Barling
2014 Short Field Operations and Ibarling@hotmail.com
ALA Entry and Departure 0428 534 767
14th-19th Septem- | Wings Over Burke & Wills David Ind

ber 2014

Expedition

signman@skylinensw.com.au
0417 887 010

November 2014

Annual General Meeting

David Ind
signman@skylinensw.com.au
0417 887 010

Other Events

Many more at www.aeroclub.com.au/events/

DATE

EVENT

CONTACT

9th March 2014

Tyabb Air Show

http://www.tyabbairshow.com/

27th April 2014

Wings, Wheels and Wine

http://
www.wingswheelsandwine.com.au/

4th May 2014

Wings Over lllawarra

http://
www.wingsoverillawarra.com.au/

5th-6th September
2014

Birdsville Races

http://www.ballinaaeroclub.org.au/
birdsville.htm

APS
MANAGEMENT
COMMITTEE

President
David Ind
Ph 02 9580 8400
Mob 0417 887 010
signman@skylinensw.com.au

Secretary
Barry McCabe
Ph 074622 6411
Mob 0409 226 411
smmccabe@hwy54.com.au

Vice President
David Roberts
Ph 02 9416 4382
Mob 0407 455 035
roberts@sirjamesmartin.com

Treasurer
Melissa Fisher
Mob 0458 172 999
mak@dcsi.net.au

Pilot Proficiency
Leigh Barling
Mob 0428 534 767
Ibarling@hotmail.com

Membership
Irene Lawson
Ph 03 5988 4608
Mob 0401 775 782
ianirene@internode.on.net

Committee
David Long
Ph 03 9751 0757
Mob 0408 345 278
cumulus@internode.on.net

Newsletter
Scott Lewis
Mob 0428 454 337
newsletter@pipersociety.org.au

Technical Advisor
Rod Shearer
Mob 0419 717 212
rybuck@iinet.net.au




